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These Committee Reports have been compiled for the August 15 Church Council at 7 pm in the 
Parlor.  Please review this document prior to the meeting so we can devote our meeting time to 
go-forward business, ideas and vision!   
 
As we prepare for the meeting, consider our 2017 goals (below).  How are we doing with 1, 2 or 
maybe even all 3 of these goals?     
 

1. Committees reach out and engage more people  
2. Three intentional Christian outreach events this year  
3. Development of more small group fellowship opportunities  

 

Board of Trustees Report 

Trustees has had a busy summer.   

The parsonage work has been the largest project.  This is now “complete” and we are just 

waiting for the dirt to settle, so to speak.  The parsonage back yard drainage was completed but 

the project got much more involved with back basement wall repair and basement 

waterproofing also completed.  It was found that the waterproofing work done years ago had 

not done the job and was in fact causing some other issues, which are now corrected.  The old 

sectional drain tiles around the basement ranged from almost full to totally blocked.  Those are 

all replaced and we should be good for many years on this now.  The work ended up costing a 

lot more than was originally budgeted but we presented the plan to the Congregation at an 

emergency Church Council meeting in August and got approval to complete it and it is now 

complete.  A number of other small projects and updates have been completed at the 

parsonage as well. 

We are in the process of reviewing our planned expense fund going forward and will be 

discussing this at our trustees meeting, following this meeting. 

We do have two other concerns we are investigating now.  The bell tower roof is leaking.  We 

have had an inspection and are waiting on the quote.  This has been leaking for some time but 

is getting worse.  The roof is original, is metal with waterproofing, it is failing.  We also have 

drainage issues at both sides of the fellowship hall, we will be trying to get these issues checked 

out with cameras to see what is needed and what our options are.  

There has been a lot else going on.  The Men’s group has worked at painting the exterior doors 

and entries, they look good.  They are also going to work on the railings around the Church.  

This work is really appreciated and saves us the expense of a contractor to do this work. 

There has also been a tremendous amount done on the landscape.  Lori Rusterholtz has been 

leading this effort and the work has been extensive and exceptional.  Removal of old, dead and 

overgrown plantings, new plants, sprinklers working again, mulching.  It looks great.  This is not 

a once and done project however, the grounds require lots of ongoing TLC in order to stay in 



good order.  Everyone who has helped with donation or labor is appreciated, anyone who can 

help going forward would also be appreciated. 

Trustees appreciates the support of the Congregation and the funding of the Planned Expense 

Fund.  We will continue to work to maintain the Church and parsonage to protect our 

investments and meet the needs of the Congregation.  – Submitted by Bob Lundholm, Chair, 

Trustees 

 

Church and Society 

Church & Society last met on May 18 with Karen Schroedel, Liz Fredrick, Scott Campbell, Brenda 

Calovini and Joy Parker in attendance.  

Brenda Calovini gave the committee an update on the Greater Than Heroin April meeting, 

which addressed resources for faith leaders and how the church can create a nurturing 

environment for those suffering from addiction. We discussed the possibility of creating an 

opportunity for a faith based family recovery group.  This will be further explored in future 

meetings.  

Regarding our ongoing interest in refugee support, we discussed the possibility of supplying 

bicycles for the Refugee Bike Project organized by Refugee Service Collaborative of Greater 

Cleveland. 

Joy and Karen and other members of East Ohio Reconciling United Methodists participated in 

the Cleveland Pride Parade on June 24.  

In July, the church kicked off a collection drive for Rising Hope, a new 80 bed residential 

recovery program for men and women in Cleveland.  The Greater Cleveland YMCA received 

funding for the program’s housing and counseling, but needed help with providing the 

household goods needed for the residents, so they reached out to area congregations for help.  

We committed to providing the items for four residents.  36 Brecksville UMC families 

volunteered to provide these items, and the Hobzeks volunteered to deliver them to 

Cleveland’s East side.  If you’re one of the families providing items, please be sure to bring them 

to the first floor collection bin by Thursday, August 17.  

Meetings were suspended over the summer but will resume shortly.  – Submitted by Karen 

Schroedel, Chair, Church & Society 

 

Communications Report 

We are using a variety of methods to get the church and its message in front of people by meeting them 

where they are – in the pews, in the community, and on their smart phones. 
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 The Church Bulletin prints on Thursday each week.  We are currently printing 150 copies every 

Sunday.  An electronic link to the bulletin is also shared with readers of the Sunday Blast.  Have 

something to share?  Be sure to submit it to the office by the start of business on Thursdays. 

 

 The Sunday Blast is a weekly newsletter e-mailed to subscribers on Thursdays at noon.  We have 

473 subscribers.  A link to the Blast is shared each week on our Facebook and Twitter feeds as 

well. 

 

 The Good Word Magazine publishes monthly.  The deadline for the September issue is 

Thursday, August 17.  The August issue was mailed to 309 households and e-mailed to 468. Links 

to the issue were shared on Facebook and Twitter and a Good Word archive is posted on our 

church website.   

 

 Our church website www.brecksvilleumc.com had 605 visitors in July.   The top pages visited, in 

this order, were Home, Calendar, Staff, This Sunday's Service, Sermons, News, Good Word, VBS, 

and Photos.   Two families filled out connections cards (the visitor information brochure in the 

church pews) in July and listed the church website as the reason they visited! 40% of visitors to 

our site are now viewing it from a mobile device.  Don and Melanie are developing a plan to 

transition the website to a more mobile friendly format. 

 

 Social Media: Our Facebook Page has 302 followers, our Twitter account has 284 followers, 

Instagram has 164 and Pinterest has 90.  Our social media presence continues to grow!  Find us 

@brecksvilleumc.  

We’re trying several new initiatives to reach families this fall including the purchase of an ad in the 

Brecksville Broadview Heights Fall Athletic Program, becoming a scoreboard sponsor at the October 13 

football game vs. North Royalton, and becoming a patron in the school’s 2017 music programs.  - 

Prepared by Melanie Smith for Don Krolikowski and the Church Council 

 

 

Education Committee Notes, Summer 2017 

The education committee is always busy working on choosing and improving curriculum, 

training teachers and building relationships with the kids at our church.  This report is only going 

to focus on the way the committee works to reach out into the community and engage others 

that are not part of our fellowship. 

Bike ministry: We received another shipment from the Parma police of 70+ more bicycles.  

These bikes were stolen and abandoned and never reunited with their owners.  The City of 

Parma service workers are so wonderful and they transport all the bikes right to our door.  

Wally Kudlaty and Jinho Lee have already begun the task of assessing and repairing this latest 

shipment of bikes.  Word of the ministry is spreading and we are beginning to get some very 

nice bikes donated as well.   

http://www.brecksvilleumc.com/


Last summer we dropped off 12 bicycles at Pearl Road United Methodist Church. They were 

going to store them for us until Jim Szakacs could pick them up and place them in a container 

headed for Liberia. The shipping carton filled with other goods and there was no room for the 

bicycles to go. I contacted Helen at Pearl Road UMC and suggested she give the bicycles away 

as she saw fit. I went back to Pearl Road last week and found that all the bicycles except one 

had been placed and amazingly a few other people donated their bikes (that did not need 

repair) to be stored in that same room. They placed all those bikes out into the community. 

They are anxiously awaiting another shipment of bikes to come their way so that they can 

continue this ministry within their church   

Hero Central VBS was a huge success this year with 117 children being registered.  This number 

is even more amazing when you consider that only 17 of these children are associated with 

Brecksville UMC!  This is truly a wonderful outreach into the community.  Many of these 

children already have a church home so it is not a vehicle for pulling in new members but it is a 

way for our fabulous and faithful 46 volunteers to shine the light of Jesus into the hearts of 

these kids.  Everyone who had a part in VBS this year should be very proud! 

 

Fellowship Committee 

The Fellowship Committee sponsored a great evening out at Canal Park Stadium as the Akron 

Rubber Ducks beat the Philadelphia Fightin’ Phils on Friday, June 2.  We had 38 attend to enjoy 

the game, the fellowship and an awesome fireworks display.  We will definitely look to making 

this an annual event. 

Jeanette and Donna are looking to plan another bike outing in September.  Our original date 

earlier in summer was rained out.  The bike ride would leave from Station Road and go to 

Peninsula, where participants could take the train back or ride their bikes back after enjoying an 

optional lunch at Fishers. 

September 10th is the Fall Kick off Sunday. It will be a potluck with the Fellowship Committee 

making sloppy joes as a center protein choice.  The committee will provide the lemonade and 

plates etc.  Other plans that are already set is a self-service photo booth, a jump house and 

rides in the Rocket Car from Euclid Beach Park. There will be a planning meeting on August 20 

after the 10:00 service where we will be asking for help with set up and tear down.  September 

10 is also Grandparents Day, the committee is thinking of ways to incorporate Grandparents 

and grandkids into the service that Sunday. There will be only 1 service at 10 am. 

We have secured a block of tickets for two different shows at The Lantern Theater in the Big 

Red barn in Valley View. On Saturday October 28 we will enjoy a Cold, Creepy Reading of The 

Legend of Sleepy Hollow.  Love the show?  Need more cold readings?  Have a nice warm parka? 

Join us for the Cold, Cold Reading of Charles Dickens’ A Christmas Carol on Saturday, December 

16.  Dress warm… it’s a barn!  Please RSVP to the office or sign up on a Sunday morning. 
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Veterans Sunday is November 12th. The committee will reach out to area veterans and plan for 

a soup luncheon after the one service at 10 am.   

Christmas parade is November 26. We will continue our tradition of serving hot chocolate and 

cookies to the community in Fellowship Hall after the parade! 

The Fellowship Committee loves our mission and focus, because we love our church family and 

want to enjoy time with people outside of a Sunday morning.  The very nature of our group 

would make one think that we would not be able to fulfill the goals of the Church Council.  

What we have come to realize early on is that we do fulfill those goals in a wonderful way that 

involves each person in the church.  If you are interested in going to a theater reading, a ball 

game, or a bike ride – then perhaps your neighbor is too.  Invite your friends to join us at these 

fun events.  Our Veterans Day luncheon and our hospitality following the Christmas parade are 

certainly perfect outreach activities.    

 

Finance Committee 
 

Overview 
July revenues remain sluggish.  Looking at the first 7 months of the year, pledge payments were 
on plan as of February, but fell off to 7% below expected levels in March and we have 
continued a steady revenue decline through the summer.  This seems to be slightly more than 
the normal summer swoon, which often occurs due to people being away on vacations.  When 
you put lagging income up against increased salary requirements, we have a $33k operating 
deficit through July.  Looking forward to the upcoming months, the overall operating budget 
should start moving closer to a neutral operating position, because the salary requirements 
have decreased with two fewer employees, and we should see an uptick in attendance.  
  
 
Operating Budget 
Revenues: 
Pledge receipts are 15% below budget; $271,953 (actual) versus $321,528 (budget) 

 This time last year, pledge receipts were 8% below budget; $287,682 versus $311,044. 

 In examining the “summer slump,” June and July months from last year totaled $73,490 
while the same months this year totaled $67,441, a difference of $6,049. 

Total Revenues are 11% below plan, as other revenue streams are performing well and we had 
an initial boost from the 2016 carry over. 
 
Expenses 
Performing as expected at 3% below plan. 
Salaries and Allowances will continue to tick down with two fewer employees. 
 
Cash Reserves: 



With the $33k operating deficit, our cash accounts have been impacted.  We will closely 
monitor this, and move money over from the investment account temporarily if necessary to 
fund normal operations. 
  
Planned Expense Fund (PEF) Budget 
Revenues / Expenses 

 Received $8,600 transfer from Gifts & Memorials, bringing the YTD balance to $71k. 
Looking ahead: 

 Will pay $31,505 to Clink Builders for the Parsonage drainage project and basement wall 
repair work. 
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- Submitted By Becky Paroda, Business Manager, Brecksville United Methodist Church 
 
 

Music and Worship Board Report 

1. The Annual Golf Outing in June netted $1600 that will be added to the Music Scholarship 

Fund. We will solicit applications for Music Scholarships next February.  A good time was 

had by all at the outing.  

2. For the Welcome Back Potluck on September 10 we will have the City Lite Trio play for us. 

They are a 3-piece band including Cleveland natives Felicia Rosati on vocals, Steve Gordon 

on guitar and vocals, and Alan Douglass on keyboards and vocals. They will provide variety 

of music such as jazz, R&B, classic rock, pop and country.   

3. We are working on planning another Community Art Night for this fall for youth. Adrienne 

and Dana will soon work on setting a date for the event. 

4. Choir rehearsals will begin again Thursday, September 14. 

 

Staff Parish Relations Committee 

SPRC has had a busy few months! In May, we decided to part ways with our organist and search 

for a better fit.   In July, we were approached by a young Brecksville resident who, at 14 years 

old, is already an accomplished pianist.  He has begun study of the pipe organ at the Cleveland 

Institute of Music and needed a place to practice and to receive lessons from his instructor, 

Adeline Huss (who was also Chris Toth’s instructor!)  This young man has begun rehearsing here 

and hopes to play for us on Sunday mornings once he has become proficient.  He has been 



studying piano since he was four and delighted Pastor Clark, Ric Lesinski, and Adrienne with his 

beautiful piano playing. 

Now, we are centering our search for someone that is a strong piano accompanist. The job is 

posted with the conference, the district, on several local job sites, and Facebook and we have 

received some interest in the position.  We hope to have someone in place for this fall season. 

Also in May, we accepted Joy`s resignation as Director of Outreach and Development. We 

hosted a reception for her on July 2nd and wished her well as she moves on with her career.  If 

you were not able to be here on the second, the whole service is posted on the church YouTube 

channel.  SPRC had an exit interview with Joy and other staff members to help give us ideas 

moving forward. We also met with Steve Bailey, our district superintendent, who offered us 

some good ideas for a smooth transition. We will not be rushing into a replacement for Joy. 

Pastor Clark has lined up a “coach” through the district to help him be the best leader he can 

be. If you see this new face, introduce yourself and make him welcome. 

Jenny, Dana, and Adrienne have all been very busy this summer and doing well with their 

responsibilities. Vacation Bible School had more kids then ever (117 at Hero Central and 6 for 

Middle School) and it all went without a hitch! ReachOut Camp at Lakeside and Youth Service 

Project (YSP) has kept Dana very busy.  Our music with Adrienne`s leadership is moving ahead. 

SPRC will continue to have staff interviews and attend more staff meetings to keep in better 

touch with all staff.  - Craig Czarnota, Chair, Staff Parish Relations Committee 

 

United Methodist Women (UMW) Report 

Fund Raiser 

Home Days June 30, July 1, 2.  Profit:   $4,276.45.  Thank you to all the bakers, kitchen crews, 

booth workers and workers that setup and took down the booth.  Without your help we cannot 

successfully support the missions of the church. 

Programs 

 There was no programming for July or August 

 September 7th –Habitat for Humanity; Speaker Kimberly Pride 

 October 5th - Open Mission; Speaker Bob Titus 

 November 1st - Craft for Head Start; this program will change because Guidestone has 
canceled all Head Start programs in the area. 

All programs are open to the entire church family. 
 

- Submitted by Ruth Herman, President, Brecksville United Methodist Women 
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UMW Evening Circle Report 

Evening circle has plans for the months ahead. Watch for details in the bulletin and upcoming 

issues of The Good Word. If you’d like to get involved, contact Lynn Hobzek! 

• We'll kick off with a joint (evening and daytime circles) luncheon/potluck picnic in September, 

the date TBD, probably a Saturday. We will also have a bake sale in September to raise money 

to buy bibles for the women of RAHAB.  

• In October we hope to have a service project to benefit female military personnel. This will be 

a USO related project and we will be collecting specific items needed by the women serving our 

country.  

• November we'll do our student care packages and mail them before Thanksgiving.  

• December - We'll take a much needed break (phew!) and enjoy the holidays 

• January - USO cookie bake 

• February - no project 

• March - Meal for senior members.  

• April - no project 

• May/June - Fair on the Square. Volunteers will be need to help bake pies, cobblers, cakes and 

pull beef. Also help will be needed work the booth during the fair. 

 

Youth Council Report 

We’ve had an incredible (and busy!) summer, here’s what we’ve been up to:  

June:  Youth Service Project traveled to Milton, PA for a week at work camp. Various projects 

included painting, fixing decks, and building wheelchair ramps. Our week was more than just 

finishing our project checklists, we met people from across the country and created 

relationships with our brother and sisters in Christ. We saw transformations of hope all 

throughout our week and are so happy to bring that back to our home community. Many 

thanks to all who made this year’s YSP trip possible.  

July:  Reach Out is a camp hosted by the East Ohio Conference and takes place in Lakeside, OH. 

This year we took one wonderful student to experience a very special week of community 

activism, intentional devotion time, and fun friendship building. In a beautiful place like 

Lakeside it isn’t hard to see Creation in all its glory. This camp is completely planned, produced, 

and led by a board of students and its high energy is reflective of that. Dana and Jamie were 

both on staff this year and are looking forward to bringing more of our Brecksville family with 

them next year!      



Middle School VBS took a missional approach to the way we learn about God and our students 

participated in a week of reaching out a hand into our community. The first day they helped at 

our very own Bike Ministry, washing and prepping the bikes for repair. On the second day they 

visited Flat Rock Homes, a place for people with developmental disabilities. They participated 

with individuals during craft time and did some window washing. On the third day students 

volunteered at the Greater Cleveland Food Bank, learning about hunger in our community and 

the ways in which they can help. On the last day we gathered at the Meadows for a missions 

celebration and reflected on the people and places we had come to know that week. It was a 

wonderful week of new experiences and we look forward to more middle school mission 

opportunities in the future. 

Goals for New Programming Year  

In correlation with the greater Church Council’s goals we are aligning our youth ministry goals 

and hoping to have a wonderful programming year 2017-18!  

 

Reach out and engage more people 

 Youth board meetings will now be open to any and all students who wish to voice their 
vision for youth ministry at BUMC. We will continue to have specific students 
representing each grade and specific adults to help guide ideas.  

 

Intentional Christian outreach  

 We hope to give students more opportunities to engage in their communities as 
positive Christian role models, be it in their classrooms, clubs, or sports teams. We 
want to encourage them to continually be seeking ways to reach out to places in which 
they see need.  

 

More small group fellowship opportunities 

 Students will still be meeting weekly for high and middle school youth groups. We may 
also be engaging in small group devotions on Coffee Shop Saturdays once a month 

 We will also be offering a time of Ukulele Worship Sunday nights before high school 
youth group. During this casual time, students are encouraged to bring their ukulele to 
learn new worship songs and play them in a casual worship setting.   

 

 

 

  

 


