
Brecksville United Methodist Church 

8:30 am Order of Worship  - April 24, 2022 
Festival of God’s Creation 

 

Welcome & Opening Prayer  Rev. Heidi Welch, Senior Pastor 

Opening Song This Is My Father’s World UMH  144

 This is my Father’s world, and to my listening ears 

all nature sings, and round me rings the music of the spheres. 

This is my Father’s world: I rest me in the thought 

of rocks and trees, of skies and seas; his hand the wonders wrought. 
 

This is my Father’s world, the birds their carols raise, 

the morning light, the lily white, declare their maker’s praise. 

This is my Father’s world: he shines in all that’s fair; 

in the rustling grass I hear him pass; he speaks to me everywhere. 
 

This is my Father’s world. O let me ne’er forget 

that though the wrong seems oft so strong, God is the ruler yet. 

This is my Father’s world: why should my heart be sad? 

The Lord is King; let the heavens ring!  

God reigns; let the earth be glad! 

WORDS: Maltbie D. Babcock, 1901. MUSIC: Trad. English melody; adapt. By Franklin L 

Sheppard, 1915. CCLI #1653326 

 

Affirmation of Faith—A Companion Litany to Our Social Creed 
 

God in the Spirit revealed in Jesus Christ, 
calls us by grace 
   to be renewed in the image of our Creator, 
   that we may be one 
   in divine love for the world. 
 

Today is the day 
God cares for the integrity of creation, 
   wills the healing and wholeness of all life, 
   weeps at the plunder of earth’s goodness. 
And so shall we. 
 



Today is the day 
God embraces all hues of humanity, 
   delights in diversity and difference, 
   favors solidarity transforming strangers into friends. 
And so shall we. 
 

Today is the day 
God cries with the masses of starving people, 
   despises growing disparity between rich and poor, 
   demands justice for workers in the marketplace. 
And so shall we. 
 

Today is the day 
God deplores violence in our homes and streets, 
   rebukes the world’s warring madness, 
   humbles the powerful and lifts up the lowly. 
And so shall we. 
 

Today is the day 
God calls for nations and peoples to live in peace, 
   celebrates where justice and mercy embrace, 
   exults when the wolf grazes with the lamb. 
And so shall we. 
 

Today is the day 
God brings good news to the poor, 
   proclaims release to the captives, 
   gives sight to the blind, and 
   sets the oppressed free. 
And so shall we. 
 

Time of Offering 
 Doxology 
 Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
 Praise God all creatures here below 
 Praise God above the heavenly host 
 Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 
Offertory Prayer 



 

Prayer Hymn Hymn of Promise UMH 707 
In the bulb there is a flower; in the seed an apple tree; 

in cocoons, a hidden promise: butterflies will soon be free! 
In the cold and snow of winter,  

there’s a spring that waits to be, 
unrevealed until its season, something God alone can see. 

 

There’s a song in every silence, seeking word and melody; 
there’s a dawn in every darkness, bringing hope to you and me. 

From the past will come the future; what it holds, a mystery, 
unrevealed until its season, something God alone can see. 

 

In our end is our beginning; in our time, infinity; 
in our doubt there is believing; in our life, eternity. 

In our death, a resurrection; at the last a victory, 
unrevealed until its season, something God alone can see. 

WORDS/MUSIC: Natalie Sleeth, 1986. CCLI #1563326 

 

Pastoral Prayer & Lord’s Prayer 

Scripture  Romans 8: 18-25 Alan Schuefler, Liturgist 

Meditation For Creation Waits Rev. Heidi Welch 

Celebration of Holy Communion 

Closing Prayer 

Closing Song For the Healing of the Nations UMH 428 
For the healing of the nations, Lord, we pray with one accord; 

for a just and equal sharing of the things that earth affords. 

To a life of love in action help us rise and pledge our word,  

help us rise and pledge our word. 

Lead us forward in to freedom; From despair your world release, 

That, redeemed from war and hatred, All may come and go in peace. 

Show us how through care and goodness   

Fear will die and hope increase,  

Fear will die and hope increase. 



Brecksville United Methodist Church 

Creating Safe Spaces to Grow With God and One Another 

65 Public Square, Brecksville 44141—440-526-8938 

Open Doors. Welcoming all of God’s children. Brecksville United 
Methodist Church is called to the ministry of reconciliation. We embrace 

diversity as a gift. We celebrate our human family’s diversity of sexual 
orientation, gender identity, race, ethnicity, age, faith history, economic 

status, marital status, physical and mental ability, and education. We 
affirm that all people are created in the image of God and as beloved 

children of God, all are worthy of God’s love and grace. We welcome the 
full inclusion of all people in the life and ministries of Brecksville United 
Methodist Church as we journey toward reconciliation through Christ. 

A L L  O F  O U R  L I N K S ,  S I G N  U P S  A N D  

D O W N L O A D S  A R E  I N  O N E  P L A C E !  

Use your phone camera to scan the QR code or visit   

https://BUMClinks.com/ 

All that kills abundant living, let it from the earth be banned; 

pride of status, race or schooling, dogmas that obscure your plan. 

In our common quest for justice may we allow life’s brief span, 

may we hallow life’s brief span. 
 

You, Creator God, have written Your great name on human kind; 

For our growing in your likeness Bring the life of Christ to mind, 

That by our response and service earth its destiny may find, 

earth its destiny may find. 

WORDS: Fred Kaan, 1965 (Rev. 21:1-22:5) MUSIC: John Hughes, 1907 

Words © 1968 Hope Publishing Company 

 

Action Steps  Assemble Hygiene Kits Today 

 Join the Church Grounds Care Team—trustees@brecksvilleumc.com 

 Recycle Paper for Hunger Ministry 

Benediction   

Have a great week! 


