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cÄtÇÇ|Çz lÉâÜ jxww|Çz 
ECDC 

Congratulations! We are so pleased that you have chosen  

Brecksville United Methodist Church.   

We pray that God will bless the two of you  

during this time of dreaming, planning and celebrating. 

Brecksvi l le  United Methodist  Church  

Phone: 440-526-8938 

Fax: 440-526-3255 

E-mail: office@brecksvilleumc.com 

www.brecksvilleumc.com 

65 Public Square 

Brecksville, Ohio 44141 

Rev. Karen M. Oehl, Senior Pastor 

 

Lisa L. Drew, Wedding Coordinator 

 

Joy Fenton, Director of Music 
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lÉâÜ jxww|Çz cÄtÇÇ|Çz ctv~xàlÉâÜ jxww|Çz cÄtÇÇ|Çz ctv~xàlÉâÜ jxww|Çz cÄtÇÇ|Çz ctv~xàlÉâÜ jxww|Çz cÄtÇÇ|Çz ctv~xà    
 

Congratulations!  We are so pleased that you have chosen Brecksville United Methodist 

Church.  We pray that God will bless the two of you during this time of dreaming, plan-

ning, and celebrating. 

In this packet you will find information that will help all of us to plan for the day of the wed-

ding and the wedding ceremony itself.  This includes information about the order of a wed-

ding, possible scripture readings and vows, and other elements that you may choose to in-

clude in your ceremony.  There are also pages you will need to fill out sharing your bio-

graphical information and decisions about timing, people involved, and so on. 

Please review all the information in the packet.  Complete any information that you know 

already.  Use what is here to start making decisions about what needs to be done before 

your wedding day.   Below please find a suggested timeline for wedding preparation. 

Between 18 and 3 months prior to wedding date:  participate in initial meeting with the 

pastor and confirm date on the church calendar.  Bring the Sanctuary Use fee to that first 

meeting.  At this point you should have an idea of time of day for the wedding and possibly 

the rehearsal.  These may be adjusted later after informing both the pastor and the church 

office. 

The Director of Music should be contacted immediately to schedule the musicians and to be-

gin planning your music.   

About 2 to 3 months prior to the wedding, set up two meetings:  one for planning with the 

wedding coordinator, and one for counseling with the pastor.  For the meeting with the wed-

ding coordinator, come with the ceremony planning sheet completed.  Before the counseling 

meeting the couple will be asked to complete a set of questions about marriage and come 

prepared to discuss them at the meeting. 

In the last month before the wedding, you may need to schedule one additional meeting 

with the pastor to finalize wedding and rehearsal plans.  During this time, get a marriage 

license (valid for 60 days) and make arrangements to bring other fees to the wedding re-

hearsal.  Purchase decorations and candles and bring these to the rehearsal as well.  In the 

week before the wedding plan to have your bulletins or programs printed. 

At all times, feel free to ask questions by phone, e-mail, or in person.  Please inform us as 

decisions or changes are made.  We will be praying for you during this exciting time! 
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bÜwxÜ Éy t jxww|Çz fxÜä|vxbÜwxÜ Éy t jxww|Çz fxÜä|vxbÜwxÜ Éy t jxww|Çz fxÜä|vxbÜwxÜ Éy t jxww|Çz fxÜä|vx    
 

Music before the service 

Seating of the mothers 

Processional 

Greeting and Introduction 

Declarations of Intent 

 (giving away the bride) 

Blessing of Family and Friends 

 (readings or solo) 

Wedding Vows 

Ring Vows 

 (music, flowers, unity candle) 

Prayer of Blessing 

Declaration of Marriage and Introduction 

Dismissal 

Music after the service 
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fvÜ|ÑàâÜxá yÉÜ ãxww|Çz âáxAfvÜ|ÑàâÜxá yÉÜ ãxww|Çz âáxAfvÜ|ÑàâÜxá yÉÜ ãxww|Çz âáxAfvÜ|ÑàâÜxá yÉÜ ãxww|Çz âáxA    
 

Genesis 1:26-28, 31a The creation of man and woman 

Ruth 1:16b-17 Where you go, I will go 

Song of Solomon 2:10-14, 16a; 8:6-7 Love is strong as death 

Isaiah 43:1-7 You are precious in God’s eyes 

Isaiah 55:10-13 You shall go out in joy 

Isaiah  61:10-62:3 Rejoice in the Lord 

Isaiah 63:7-9 The steadfast love of the Lord 

Romans 12:1-2, 9-18 The life of a Christian 

1 Corinthians 13 The greatest of these is love 

2 Corinthians 5:14-17 In Christ we are a new creation 

Ephesians 2:4-10 God’s love for us 

Ephesians 4:1-6 Called to the one hope 

Ephesians 4:25-5:2 Members one of another 

Philippians 2:1-2 The Christlike spirit 

Philippians 4:4-9 Rejoice in the Lord 

Colossians 3:12-17 Live in love and thanksgiving 

1 John 3:18-24 Love one another 

1 John 4:7-16 God is love 

Revelation 19:1, 5-9a The wedding feast of the Lamb 

Matthew 5:1-10 The Beatitudes 

Matthew 7:21, 24-27 A house built upon a rock 

Mark 2:18-22 Joy in Christ as at a wedding 

Mark 10:42-45 True greatness 
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bÑà|ÉÇtÄ XÄxÅxÇàá Éy t jxww|Çz fxÜä|vxbÑà|ÉÇtÄ XÄxÅxÇàá Éy t jxww|Çz fxÜä|vxbÑà|ÉÇtÄ XÄxÅxÇàá Éy t jxww|Çz fxÜä|vxbÑà|ÉÇtÄ XÄxÅxÇàá Éy t jxww|Çz fxÜä|vx    
In addition to the traditional elements, you may add other ceremonies to your  

service that have meaning for you in terms of your faith or your family. 

Homily—A brief personal message of encouragement from the pastor, sometimes based on 

a scripture reading. 

Scripture Readings—See list elsewhere in the packet. 

Other Readings—Poetry, a reading about marriage or love, something that the couples 

have written for each other. . . .please arrange to let the pastor see the materials before 

including them in the service. 

A Unity Candle—A symbolic ritual reminding the couple that in marriage “two become 

one.” 

Another Unity Gesture—There are some other things that can be done such as pouring two 

colors of sand into one container, to symbolize the joining of your lives. 

Special Music—You may want to have music playing during a ceremony such as the Unity 

Candle, or you may choose to have a solo during the service.  Review what you are  

planning with both the pastor and music director.  Prerecorded music cannot be used. 

Signing of the Marriage Certificate—A moment for the Best Man and Maid of Honor to 

witness to the marriage by signing a church certificate, which the couple will keep. 

Family flowers—Flowers given to parents and sometimes grandparents as a gesture of 

love and gratitude. 

A moment for children in a blended family—if the bride or groom or both have children, 

we may incorporate a special moment of promise and love for them in the ceremony. 

    

jxww|Çz cÜÉÅ|áxá tÇw iÉãájxww|Çz cÜÉÅ|áxá tÇw iÉãájxww|Çz cÜÉÅ|áxá tÇw iÉãájxww|Çz cÜÉÅ|áxá tÇw iÉãá    
You will find on the following pages the traditional language of the vows and promises 

made at a wedding.  There are also some alternatives.  You may write your own vows 

(please let the pastor review them), or make alterations and adjustments to these. 
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`tÜÜ|tzx iÉãá`tÜÜ|tzx iÉãá`tÜÜ|tzx iÉãá`tÜÜ|tzx iÉãá    
I, Name, take you, Name, to be my wife/husband, 

 To have and to hold 

 From this day forward, 

 For better, for worse, 

 For richer, for poorer, 

 In sickness and in health, 

 To love and to cherish, 

 Until we are parted by death. 

 This is my solemn vow. 

bÜA A A AbÜA A A AbÜA A A AbÜA A A A     
I take you, Name, to be my wife/husband, 

 And I promise before God and all who are present here 

 To be your loving and faithful husband/wife 

 As long as we both shall live. 

I will serve you with love and respect, 

And encourage you to develop God’s gifts in you. 

bÜA A AbÜA A AbÜA A AbÜA A A     
Name, in the name of God, 

 I take you to be my wife/husband 

 From this time onward, 

 To join with you and to share all that is to come, 

 To give and to receive, 

 To speak and to listen, 

 To inspire and to respond, 

 And in all our life together 

 To be loyal to you with my whole being, 

 As long as we both shall live. 

e|Çz iÉãáe|Çz iÉãáe|Çz iÉãáe|Çz iÉãá    

Name,  I give you this ring         ÉÜÉÜÉÜÉÜ In token and pledge 

 As a sign of my vow, Of our constant faith and abiding love 

 And with all that I am, With this ring I thee wed. 

 And all that I have,  In the name of the Father 

 I honor you. And of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
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ftÇvàâtÜçBUâ|Äw|ÇzftÇvàâtÜçBUâ|Äw|ÇzftÇvàâtÜçBUâ|Äw|ÇzftÇvàâtÜçBUâ|Äw|Çz    
The main sanctuary seats 240 plus 60 in the balcony, although you will want less in there in 

hot weather.  The chapel may seat up to 30 for a small wedding (there is a piano in the 

chapel).  Neither space has air conditioning. 

The bride and other women of the wedding party can use the nursery and toddler rooms 

before the ceremony for dressing or final preparations.  They are air-conditioned, with their 

own restroom and a full length mirror on one door.  They are also convenient to the  

sanctuary.  Please try to keep the toys tidy as those rooms will be used the next morning 

during worship. 

No smoking or alcoholic beverages are permitted on the premises. 

We ask that you do not bring in your own sound systems. 

A receiving line can be arranged in the Narthex (hallway at the back of the church) or in the 

Parlor. 

 

WxvÉÜtà|ÉÇáWxvÉÜtà|ÉÇáWxvÉÜtà|ÉÇáWxvÉÜtà|ÉÇá    
In general, the church’s light colors make it an ideal setting for a wedding, and minimal 

decorations are needed to set the tone.  If you are providing your own pew decorations 

(there are 28 pews) and candles, plan to bring them to the rehearsal and put them up that 

evening.  You need to provide your own clips for pew decorations, or you may choose to tie 

them on with a ribbon around the top of the pew.  No tape, tacks, or nails.   

 

YÄÉãxÜ tÜÜtÇzxÅxÇàáYÄÉãxÜ tÜÜtÇzxÅxÇàáYÄÉãxÜ tÜÜtÇzxÅxÇàáYÄÉãxÜ tÜÜtÇzxÅxÇàá    
Please discuss this with the wedding coordinator as there are a variety of ways this could 

be done.  

 

hÇ|àç vtÇwÄxhÇ|àç vtÇwÄxhÇ|àç vtÇwÄxhÇ|àç vtÇwÄx    
If you want to have a unity candle ceremony, you will need to provide the candles.  You will 

need a pillar candle (5” base) and two tapers at least 10” long. 
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VtÇwxÄtuÜtVtÇwxÄtuÜtVtÇwxÄtuÜtVtÇwxÄtuÜt    
The candelabra take 7 candles each (14 total).  Regular taper candles, no less than 12 

inches high, preferably more.  Good quality, slow-burning candles work best. 

 

T|áÄx ÜâÇÇxÜT|áÄx ÜâÇÇxÜT|áÄx ÜâÇÇxÜT|áÄx ÜâÇÇxÜ    
This is to be provided by the bride and groom or through the florist, and should be 60 feet in 

length. 

 

cxàtÄá? uâuuÄxá? xàvAcxàtÄá? uâuuÄxá? xàvAcxàtÄá? uâuuÄxá? xàvAcxàtÄá? uâuuÄxá? xàvA     
Please do not use real flower petals in the church, as they easily get trampled and tracked.  

Silk petals may be used, but we do ask that you pick them up after the service.  This can  

easily be done while pictures are being taken after the ceremony. 

Please do not use rice or confetti, even outside.  Real flower petals, bubbles, or bird seed 

can be used outside to greet the bride and groom 

 

Tww|à|ÉÇtÄ V{tÜzxTww|à|ÉÇtÄ V{tÜzxTww|à|ÉÇtÄ V{tÜzxTww|à|ÉÇtÄ V{tÜzx    
Extra clean up that requires additional time by the custodian or damage to the facilities may 

result in additional charges. 

 

c{ÉàÉzÜtÑ{çc{ÉàÉzÜtÑ{çc{ÉàÉzÜtÑ{çc{ÉàÉzÜtÑ{ç    
Plan to have all photography completed by two hours after the scheduled wedding start 

time.  The custodian will arrive at that time to begin cleaning. 

The wedding photographer or videographer may take pictures during the ceremony but not 

be in the chancel area. 


